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Slovenians about Gorz and the Croats of Istria believe that
on the same night the witches wage pitched battles with
baptized folk, attacking them fiercely with broken stakes of
palings and stumps of trees. It is therefore a wise precau-
tion to grub up all the stumps in autumn and carry them
home, so that the witches may be weaponless on St. John's
Night. If the stumps are too heavy to be grubbed up, it
is well to ram them down tighter into the earth, for then
the witches will not be able to pull them up.1
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